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ANNOUNCEMENTSThe American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
AATS/ACCF Heart Valve Summit 2013:
Medical, Surgical, and Interventional Decision
Making
September 26-28, 2013
Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile
Chicago, IL, USA
Sessions Include:
Basics of Aortic Stenosis
New Treatment Approaches
Tough Issues in AS Management
The Intermediate (and Low-Risk) Patient
Mitral Regurgitation: Anatomy, Imaging, Decision Making
Mitral Valve Regurgitation in Heart Failure
Complications Associated With Mitral Valve Disease:
Real Cases
HOCM and Mitral Regurgitation
Tricuspid Valve Disease
Failed Mitral Valve Surgery
Valvular Heart Disease: The Future
Management Challenges in Valve Disease
Honored Lecturers:
Tirone E. David, MD, FRCS, ‘‘Reconstructive Valve
Surgery—A Career of Learning’’
Rick Nishimura, MD, FACC, ‘‘Challenges in Guidelines
Development for Valvular Heart Disease’’
View the Full Program, Register, and Reserve Housing
at www.aats.org/valveAATS Focus on Thoracic Surgery: Esophageal
Disease
November 15-16, 2013
Boston Marriott Copley Place
Boston, MA, USA
Program Directors:
G. Alec Patterson, MD
David J. Sugarbaker, MD
Program Committee:
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD
Shaf Keshavjee, MD
James D. Luketich, MD
Bryan F. Meyers, MD, MPH
Scott J. Swanson, MD
Session Highlights:
Esophageal Physiology Testing and GERD
Motor Disorders of the Esophagus
Paraesophageal Hernia738 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurgPotpourri of Benign Topics
Understating Esophageal Cancer
The Best Esophagectomy
Challenging Technical Aspects of the Esophagectomy
View full program and register for the meeting at http://
aats.org/esophageal/AATS Aortic Symposium 2014 Call for
Abstracts
AATS AORTIC SYMPOSIUM 2014
April 24-25, 2014
New York Hilton Midtown
New York, NY, USA
Course Directors:
Steven L. Lansman
Westchester Medical Center
New York, NY, USA
Joseph S. Coselli
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX, USA
AATS AORTIC SYMPOSIUM 2014 is a two-day sympo-
sium focused on the pathophysiology, diagnosis and treat-
ment of aortic aneurysms and dissections. This conference
is designed for cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, resi-
dents, perfusionists, ICU and OR nurses and those involved
with the care of individuals with aortic disease. The faculty
consists of world leaders in this field who have been invited
to share their experience regarding difficult problems in
aortic disease.
Investigators are invited to submit original work to include
BOTH of the following:
 Abstract (maximum of 200 words), accompanied by
 PowerPoint presentation of the material (maximum
of 12 slides)
OR
 Abstract (maximum of 200 words), accompanied by
 Video (maximum of 5 minutes, for the Presentation On
Demand (POD) systemONLY and must be narrated in
English)
AATS Aortic Symposium 2014 will primarily feature
faculty presentations of original work or ‘‘state-of-the-art re-
views.’’ Manuscripts selected from submitted abstracts will
comprise the balance of the program and be considered for
publication in a supplement of the Journal of Thoracic
and Cardiovascular Surgery.
Accepted presentations will be available on the Presentation
on Demand (POD) system, a network of computer stations
distributed throughout the meeting area that permits at-
tendees to review PowerPoint presentations and videos on
demand.ery c September 2013
AnnouncementsAbstract Deadline: Friday, December 13, 2013, 11:59 PM
EST
To submit your abstract, visit www.aats.org/aortic
Authors submitting abstracts for the AATS Aortic Sympo-
sium 2014 must use electronic submission ONLY.
Visit the AATS Aortic Symposium 2014 Web site at
www.aats.org/aortic and select the Submit Abstract link.
Specific instructions for abstract submission are located on
the Web site, including how to submit graphs or charts.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
Credits.2014 AATS Leadership Academy
Friday, April 25, 2014, Toronto, Canada
(Held immediately prior to AATS Annual Meeting)
Applications Now Available: November 30th Deadline
The 2014 AATS Leadership Academy is an intensive,
didactic, and interactive program for up to 20 surgeons
who have concluded their residency and been in an academic
appointment for no more than three years or will be
finishing their residency in 2014 and starting an academic
appointment upon its conclusion. Interested applicants
should meet the following qualifications:
 Active North American surgeon
 Completed residency and been in an academic appoint-
ment for no more than three years or will be complet-
ing residency in 2014 and starting an academic
appointment upon its conclusion.
 Evidence of academic and leadership accomplish-
ments.
 Letters of support outlining the applicants benefits of
participation in the program.
 Personal statement outlining future career goals
Applications for consideration must be submitted electroni-
cally at www.aats.org by November 30, 2013. ParticipantsThe Journal of Thoracic and Cawill be selected by the Leadership Academy Committee and
notified no later than February 5, 2014.2014 AATS Summer Intern Scholarship
Applications Now Available
The AATS Summer Intern Scholarship program intro-
duces the field of cardiothoracic surgery to first- and
second-year medical students from North American
medical institutions. By providing an opportunity to spend
8 weeks during the summer working in an AATS mem-
ber’s cardiothoracic surgery department, the summer
intern scholarship presents medical students with insight
into the scientific investigation and study of cardiothoracic
surgery.
A grant of $2,500 is provided to successful applicants to
underwrite their living expenses during the 8 weeks of guid-
ance at the selected host institution. Additionally, all
awardees will receive complimentary registration to the
Association’s 2014 Annual Meeting and postgraduate
courses taking place April 26-30, 2014, in Toronto, Canada.
For more information and to submit an application, please
visit the AATS Web site at www.aats.org. Application
Deadline: January 15, 2014.AATS Applications for Membership Now
Available Online
Applications for membership in the Association are now
available online at www.aats.org. Interested applicants
are encouraged to consult with current active or
senior members of the Association and to review the
membership requirements and guidelines on the AATS
Web site.
To apply for membership, a current member of the Associ-
ation must act as the primary sponsor by initiating the appli-
cation process in the Members Only area of the AATS Web
site. Applications must be received by November 30, 2013,
for consideration. All applications received after that dead-
line will be automatically deferred until November 2014.The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA is now accepting Applications for
Membership online for Active as well as Candidatemembership status. Visit the WTSA Web site at
www.westernthoracic.org to read the complete member-
ship eligibility requirements and to initiate an online ap-
plication.Active Member
$325.00 annually, plus $50.00 initiation feerdiovascular Surgery c Volume 146, Number 3 739
